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considered necessary for dealing with this evil and you gentlemen of the central
Legislature have also accepted the legislation which we had to put before you to
supplement the local Acts but outside the legislature also public opinion is streng-
thening and I trust that the appeal recently issued by leaders of all shades pi
opinion in Bengal and the conference which they are summoning will result m
practical steps being taken to create a healthier atmosphere in Bengal and to Pre"
vent the youth of the province from being contaminated with these dangerous lasas-
In this they will, I know, receive all possible support from his Excellency Sir John
Anderson and his Government who recognise that legislation *and police action win
not by themselves eradicate this hideous evil. Public opinion alone can do that ana
I am glad to see that so many of those in a position to guide that opinion in Bengal
have now realised their responsibilities and have come forward openly with construc-
tive suggestions for the protection of the youth of their province from the insidious
approaches of the terrorists by providing them with wider opportunities of useful
service for their country.

SILVER JUBILEE OF KING'S ACCESSION

Next year we shall be celebrating the 25th anniversary of the accession to the
throne of his Majesty the King Emperor and I have received and accepted an in-
vitation from his Majesty's Government to send 'certain official representatives from
India to join in the celebration in London. My Government are now in communi-
cation with local Governments and rulers of Indian States'as to the best and most
fitting manner in which this auspicious occasion should be recoguised in India.
The King-Emperor has been pleased to intimate that it is*his Majesty's desire that
celebrations should be on a basis and that his Majesty's subjects should, wherever
practicable, have the opportunity of observing the occasion near their homes. It is
his Majesty's express wish also that celebrations should be as simple as is possible
and that all undue expenditure should be avoided. I feel sure that when the^time
comes the princes and people of India will loyally comply with his Majesty's wishes
and at the same time join with their fellow citizens throughout the length and
breath of the British Empire in celebrating '-the silver jubilee of our beloved
sovereign's reign.

COMING REFORMS

I think you may expect me to give some account of the impressions I have
brought back here as a result of my two months' visit to England and of the
general atmosphere towards the reforms scheme whioh has been under consider-
ation for some years and is now reaching its final stages. It will, I am
sure, be obvious to you all knowing Parliamentary procedure, as 'you do, that it
would not be possible for me to forecast information as to what recommendations
thejeport of the Joint Select Committee of Parliament is likely to contain, nor
again can I set your minds at rest as to the date of publication of the report for
no final dec'sion had been reached on that point when I left. As you know the
committee has dispersed for the summer recess, but will reassemble early in Oct.
in order to carry its work to completion before Parliament is prorogued. During
my short stay at home I had many opportunities of meeting and having discussions
with all sorts and conditions of people, with members of Houses of Parliament,
with those interested in trade and commerce and business in India and with many
others, both men and women, who, for one reason or another, were keenly interested
in Indian affairs. The general impression I have brought back with me is that the
feeling amongst my countrymen in England is full of goodwill and sympathy for
the natural aspirations of Indians in regard to political advance. A deep sense of
the responsibility was moreover evident on all sides in the general anxiety to obtain
first hand information from those of us who have had the most recent experience
of the affairs and conditions in this country. I should like to add that I came back
with feelings of the keenest appreciation which, I am sure, will be shared by every
member of both our legislative chambers and by the pubUc outside, of the untiring
labours which the members of the Joint Select Committee 'have freely and readily
given during the 15 months to secure a proper solution of the great problem of
Indian reforms,

AN ASSURANCE

9   One assurance I confidently give you.   When   the new Constitution Bill is passed
into law you may rely on my efforts to ensure that no time will be lost in carrying into